Bottom up on liguor licensing

From page 14

“The purpose of liguor heensing
should not be 1o look afier the well-
being of the liquor industry, they
can do that prety well themselves.
It should above all be te look after
and protect the interests of the com-
munity.”

He believes a hiquor licence 15 a
privilege, not a nght.

“When you get a liquor licence
it is on (he basis that you will s¢ll
responsibly a product which, when

“The minister and
the department
are both very
well intentioned,
but if they are
not asleep at
the wheel, their
eyes are not wide
open.”

= Mike Daube

not properly used. con be an enor-
mous force for harm, The first pri-
ority should always be the health
and wellbeng of the commumity.”
Professor Daube says.

He says Mr Waldron is “asleep #l
the wheel™ when ot comes (o liguor
legislation and control,

W know that the more access
there is. the more people will con-
sume. the more they consume, the
more harm there will be - more
harm in the community and more
harm in those arcas where there are
liquor outlets,” Professor Dacbe
Says.

“Raising the Bar’, a look at the
implementation of key provisions
in the Agt.

The report was critical of the
Department of Racimg, Ganung and
Liguor and the Wa Police.

“Neither agency has comprehen-
sive information on the patterns and
causes of incidents in and around
heensed premises,” the report
says.

“Neither agency undertakes any
significant level of montoring of
whether aleohol 15 served respon-
sibly in licensed premises, DRGL
does not conduct actvities in this
wrca because it considers it does not
have the resources or powers o do
this effectively, while WA Police
focus their efforts in other arcas,”

The state government’s plan to
cuth alcohol-fuelled violence in
WA focuses on targeting “trouble-
makers” directly with either pro-
hibition notices for what it calls
“upper end’ criminal acts or barring
natices, aimed at the “lower end of
the lence”.

“The balance T am trying to find
and the state government is trying
to find 15 to allow people to go out,
enjoy o good might without bring
bt or asssulied,” Mr Waldron told
Business Class.

“Tt i3 about targeting roublemalk-
ers — | am confident that 1s the nght
wiy 1o go.”

Bt Professor Thaube believes it is
the licensees who need 10 be mone
closely monitored.

Mr Waldron admits it's difficult
to manage the range of views within
mapor political parties and the wider
community on how to govern and
contral bguor licensing, and mare
penerally the consumption of alco-
hal.

“Uenerally ot there in the com-
munity there are wide-ranging
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SPACE RACE: Evan Hall says open public space, such as the Northbridge Piazza, is the key
to broadening the appeal of inner-city Perth. Pheto: Grant Carrall

As the minister and as a govern-
ment we have the responsibility to
try to find the right balance " Mr
Waldron says.

“Balance is quite often a mat-
ter of opinton, things change. Our
sogiety changes, it will continue 1o
change and it will be a challenge
for all governments 10 meel those
changes and try o strike the mght
balance.”

and monitoring. » more comprehen-
sive approich to monoring pricing,
mecess and promodion is reguired 1o
firmly sct the boundaries 1 WA,
“The balance at the moment is
swingieg heavily in favour of those
wha sell and promote the praduct,
there is no constraint on alcohol
sponsorship ... no constrainl on
promuotion. alcohol tax is a dog's
breakfast and we are getting ime-

enforcement ard that should focus
not so much on a few drunks out
the front that is for the police to
handle, but on the people who are
sclling them the grog.

“I have absolutely no wish to
demonise the indusiry on a whole,
but there is a lat of irresponsibility
nround.

“The minister and the department
are bath very well intentroned. but



