pusiIness 1irst ror overseas visItors

W Carolyn Herhert J

KEW statishics have shown that
inemational  wvisitors don’t sse
Westorn Australia primanly as a
Bl iday destonation, with more snd
puHE “lowrists” coming o WA for
business purposes only

The Internutonal Overnight Vissor
Results showed that the number of
busincss visitors le WA in the yoar
cndiag March 2011 rose by morg
than 23 per cent, with holidsy visits
up by only 2 per conl and vasils for
the purpose of cducation ingreasmg
2.5 per cenl

Toarism Mnister Kim Hames sad
business wavellers comerily mads up
e tham 16 per cont of all miema-
wonzl visstors, wp from 136 per cenl
m the year ending Deceamber 2000,

Meanwhile, the “vismting fnends
and rclatves” sector B2l by mor:
than 3 per cont

Intemational visis to WA have
risem in the year ending March
2011 due w0 a big morcase m busi-
ness visilors and sigmificant growth
m the Chmess, Indencsan and US
markzts.

The Invemabonal Overnight Vissor
Results showed an overall mercass
of 2.6 pex cont o Tik, G visitors to
W am the 12 months (o March

“Thas s a very pleasing result oom-
mg il the backol a7 poreeni dechn:
0 inbcrmational visiors e WA in the
previous sunvey for the 12 months
w0 December 2010.7 Dr Hames sand,

e —

STRICTLY BUSINESS: Intemational visitars are viewing
Western Australia as mare of a place of wark than a holiday
destination. Photo: Tim van Bronswijk

“Renter sull, the amount those visi-
tors spont whale here rose by 9.5 per
cenl, the sccond haghest increase in
Australia w $1.9 million,”

The meost sigmificent growth in
visitors came from China 15200
(+36 per conl), Indomcsia 28 900
(+27.5 per cont) and the U'S 45 400
(+19.9 per cond).

“China comtinucs to show enor-

mous potental, which we bope o tap
mio cven farther omcs diroet Mights
to Perth arc established and Tourtsm
WA lsenches its new China mark et
g strategy,” Dy Hames sand.
However, Tourism Council of WA
CEQ Evan Hall warncd that WA
was ol ready for large sumbers off
Chincss lowrists, with nol nﬂocm.-
hotel rooms, Mandarin-speaking

sia (¥ or ransloton tourism pusdes o
servis the market. n..l

“If they don't have a good expen_»
ence they will stop conung,™ Mr Hall
said. W nood 2 wholc-of-govomment
approach o get Wislern Awstralan
tourism Chann-ready.”

Ir Hames sawd Tounsm WA was
doveloping stratcgics (0 mrcase the
contmbytion of busingss dravel w
WA's visitor coonomy,

“These e lude busbiing the mest-
imgs, ingentives, conferences and
exhibshions {MICE) secior, pesiton-
mg WA s a bohday destination e
busingss visiors by cogouraging
them ko extend their visit of Lo come
hagk 1o bolikoy with ther Gamilics,
and crzatimg events and expenences
alongside convenons and confor-
emucs.” he sand

The federal govermmenl has sel wp
3 working group that would conssder
warys of making W casier for tavellers
b get mio and around Anstrlzs.

The Tounsm Access Working Group
15 misde up of represctitnes om air-
lincs, airports, mdustry associations
and povernainl

Mimister Assisting om Tourism,
Senator Mk Shary, saud the workmg
eroug would ensure the govemment
cold address the barmizrs w0 the growth
of the tounsm mdustry,

“Hw 2020, the number of seals on
fMlights to and from Awsiralia nesds
bo grow by between onc-third and a
hall, whils the number of domaste
szats mecds o mise by about 2 gquar-
ber,” Senator Sherry said




