Licensing balance
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LIQUOR hicensing s a conlentious
issue i Western Austraba, with
alcohol-fuelled violence, culiural
advancement, the developmenl
ol 0 slrong toursm andugtry and
management o the public interest
influencing decisions

Decisions micle by the direcior
of Liquor Licensing WA, Barry
Sargeant, over Lhe past two moenths
show how complicated (he process
wdn |1l.,'

A stning of 27 venues were
approved for licenges across the
slade, including a club licence.

Restaiurant heences were the
moslt common, wilth ning sup-
ported. Six special facilities were
approved, neluding a licence
for the Wilderness Lodge wt the
Kamberlew's Mitchell Falls,

The licence decision lor the
Mitchell Falls premises gives equal
weighting 1o the objectives of the
Liquor Licensing Act of developing
tounsim and mintmising harm.

“A special facility hicence may be
grinted Tor the purpose of allow-
ing the sale of liquor to persons
likely to be altracted Lo, or presenl
al, a plage that, in the opinion of
the licensing, authorty, s or will
bocome; an altraction for towr-
1=ls; or a facility that enhances the
stafe's tounsl industry,” the dec-
siim s

The only application rejected in
April was for a tavern hicence for
Fremantle's Soho Bar and Kichen,
which runs on a restaurant licence
It wus repected on the basis that the
apphicants had not oullined how
the public mierest outweighed the
pofenlinl Boar luirm

*As the apphcation 15 bused on
assertions nol supporied by an
approprisie level of evidence, and
given the evidence of alcohol-relat-
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ed harm or ill-health to people ...
und the anli-socinl behuviour oggur-
ring ... in the locabity of the pro-
poscd premises. | am not satished.
on the balunce of probkabiliies, that
the granl ol this application for o
tuvern licence 15 1n Lhe public inter-
est,” Mr Sargeant said

Im contrast, the decision was
i 14 Wppravy rlqunl Rlurg
lieence for Progressive Super [GA
in Halls Mead.

Mr Sargeant smd the Mandurah
wrea already had logher than wver-
sze levels of harm but a conclu-
s10n was made thai the grant of the
heence would net sigmibicantly add
Lo that,
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Motably, a tuvern licence was
conditonally approved for the City
Square Prinl Hall venue in Apnl,
which has been leased by Colomal
Letsure Group, the group that runs
East Perth’s The Royval, the Raflles
Hotel in Applecross and Colonial
Brewery in Margaret River.

The venue will host up to 1000
people across tour Mooy, which will
imclude a funclion space, [ounge big
and formal restauranl a more Casual-
siyled bar, dining area and o roofiop
bisr wath informnl dming,

A small bar heence was approved
for Whos Your Mumma, a new
venue in Fremantle al the south end
ol South Terruge,



