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cates say.
WA shadow multlcultm'al
mterests mmister John: Hyde

- said.. the current system was
often -~ eXpensive “and " time- ;-
consummg and needed. te be

streamhned

* An-online service avallame_, e
to pedple.in other Asian coun- -

tries, stich.as. Malaysia; ‘would
make it easier fo‘r Chmese peo-.

+ benefit ‘greatly from tourism
.due to the ease of visitor entry
and easier entrzs*r doesn’t have. .
. 1o compromlse security,” Mr
" Hyde said. “WA’s tourism busi- . -
- .nesses need ‘all- the support.
% they can get,”. : :
- New Tourism Council of WA
chief -executive "Evan' Hall i
agreed and said more should
be done to remove barriers for
" overseas tourists.”

“In many countries, itcanbe
difficultto geta tourism visa,”.
-~ Mr Hallsaid: S mlght involve
- 'havmg to 'go:to: another city to

- visit an Austrahan embassy .
s T neighbouring Asian countries -

Chmese travellers should be

able to apply online for tourist

. Visas as. part of initiatives to -

"make it easier for them totake-

holldays m Austraha advo-'

“And it could involve a pay-

- ment of around $80 -— but why
“do we charge people to holiday”

in our country?”

Mr Hall crltleised this

week’s Federal Budget and the
failure of the Commonwealth .

to invest in tourism. “For the

* fifth year running, the Federal
* Government has frozen fund-

ing levels to promote interna-

‘tional fourism,” he said.

- “This is a real cut in govern-
‘ment fundmg at a time when
- local operators ate struggling.’

““WA tourism is set for long-
term growth if we can really
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i _Z_.;;'-_ple to VlS]t Austraha “Maﬂy

crack the Chma market The
China Southern Ay direct

" flight agreement this week

with the WA Government is a
major step forward, but the
Federal Government must-

- come to the party”

A spokesman for Imm1gra
tioni and Citizenship Minister .
Chris Bowen said the Govern-

ment was keen to see more.

Chinese visitors. He said tour- .

~ istvisas were processed in Chi-

na within five working days 011—.-};5

average, an exceptional ser-;

_ vice that helped some 246, 290 :
Chinese v131tors reach Austra~

* lia in 2009-10. .



